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The maturity of an area of chemistry can often be judged by the quality of the
monographs describing it; by this criterion, using Professor Quin’s book as a guide,
the chemistry of phosphorus-carbon heterocycles is a fully matured area. This book
is admirable. It is not designed to be exhaustive, though it seems to have omitted
nothing significant; it is designed to be a guidebook to the synthesis, physical and
chemical characteristics, and broad significance of the phosphorus-carbon hetero-
cycles. The book is lucidly written and logically arranged; its references are com-
plete and commendably up-to-date (to mid-1979). Its diagrams are copious and
clear; its index thorough.

The arrangement of topics is logical. After an opening general survey chapter,
there are substantial chapters on synthetic methods for each of the two most impor-
tant ring sizes, the five- and six-membered rings. One chapter covers syntheses of all
the less common small and large ring compounds. For me the highli%hts of the
book were the three long chapters on the value and significance of *'P, ’C, and 'H
nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy in understanding structural and electronic
effects in these heterocyclics. Indeed, these three chapters include material of great
value not only for heterocyclic phosphorus chemistry, but for all phosphorus chem-
istry. A final chapter surveys conformational questions; the influence of ring size on
reactions at phosphorus; and the participation of phosphorus in ‘“‘aromatic”
systems.

Professor Quin deserves the thanks of the phosphorus research community for
his very successful achievement; this book will be useful not only to workers in
heterocyclic phosphorus chemistry, but to all who want to learn more about the in-
terplay between structure, properties, and reactivity in phosphorus chemistry.

HAROLD GOLDWHITE
California State University-Los Angeles

ERRATA

Vol. 8, p. 167, left column, line 19
Reads incorrectly: Mo(S;C:H,)s, VI, 2.33(2),1.0 (however, vide infra)
Should read: MoO(S;)(S2CNPr;);, obtained by Weiss ez al."
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